

Jim Jones 
could deliver 
the black vote , 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The Rev 
Jim Jones wooed politicians with his 
ability to deliver the black vote, and us- 
ea a mixture of cash prizes and flatter- 
ing charm to try to win over the press 
He exuded charisma and espoused 
liberalism.' Politicians were often pic- 
tured with him. He could deliver hun- 
areds of campaign workers to can- 
Jf at f s he endorsed. He appeared with 

!!^ yn !l' , Carter during the 1976 
presidential campaign. 

For five years, Jones maintained the 
# ! community-involved 

evangelist, who cared not only for his 
racially mixed flock at the Peoples 

free*pre’ss Ut aiS ° f ° r human ri S h t s and a 

a h ?’ d , pubUc office on the Housing 

Authority in San Francisco. ■ 

****** temple awarded prizes of 
64,400 to 12 newspapers and magazines 
for general excellence in journalism. 
Three years later, 1,000 cultists 
demonstrated against the jailing of four 
Fresno Bee reporters who refused to 
reveal news sources. . 

• there were some reporters and at 
least one politician who thought there 
Jones than the smooth 

Jones could easily turn on those he felt 
were trying to tarnish that image. And 
he eventually fled his critics. 

When articles published on his ac- 
tivities m Mendocino County in 1972 
dwelt on Jones’ claims to raise the dead, 
ISO cultists picketed the offices of the 
San Francisco Examiner. 

After New West magazine published 
reports of brutality and forced donations ] 

1977, 4116 San Fr ancisco ] 
district attorney’s office launched an 
investigation. 


■ ■ ' 



